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(57) ABSTRACT

A protective cover for covering an end of a reinforcing bar is
provided. In some aspects, the protective cover includes a
collar having a first end, a second end, and an impact absorb-
ing portion disposed therebetween. The first end of the collar
is configured to receive the end of the reinforcing bar. The
impact absorbing portion of the collar is configured to with-
stand an impact without penetration of the reinforcement bar
through the protective cover and is further configured to
absorb at least a portion of the impact. The impact absorbing
portion resides solely within the collar. The protective cover
further includes a cap disposed at the second end of the collar.
The cap has a surface area of about sixteen square inches.

23 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
PROTECTIVE COVER FOR REINFORCING
BAR

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/397,120, entitled “PROTECTIVE COVER
FOR REINFORCING BAR;” filed on Feb. 15, 2012, which
claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser.
No. 61/487,235, entitled “PROTECTIVE COVER FOR
REINFORCING BAR,” filedon May 17, 2011, both of which
are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties for all
purposes.

STATEMENT AS TO RIGHTS TO INVENTIONS
MADE UNDER FEDERALLY SPONSORED
RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not Applicable.

FIELD

The present invention generally relates to a protective
cover and, in particular, relates to a protective cover for a
reinforcing bar.

BACKGROUND

A reinforcing bar (rebar) is typically made of steel and
utilized to increase the strength of concrete structures. Rebar
is installed before concrete is poured and in certain circum-
stances, may be arranged in a hazardous configuration, with
exposed ends susceptible to causing injury to individuals.

Conventional methods for protecting individuals against
the exposed ends of rebar, rely on the placement of a protec-
tive cover over the end of the rebar. A conventional protective
cover, however, utilizes an impact resistant cap that may
render the conventional protective cover bulky, costly to pro-
duce, and ineffective at withstanding high impact forces due
to an inefficient load path.

SUMMARY

The following presents a simplified summary of one or
more embodiments in order to provide a basic understanding
of'such embodiments. This summary is not an extensive over-
view of all contemplated embodiments, and is intended to
neither identify key or critical elements of all embodiments
nor delineate the scope of any or all embodiments. Its sole
purpose is to present some concepts of one or more embodi-
ments in a simplified form as a prelude to the more detailed
description that is presented later.

Various aspects of the subject technology provide a pro-
tective cover for covering an end of a reinforcing bar with a
compact and resilient protective cover. The protective cover
comprises a collar with an integral impact absorbing portion
that provides a compact and low-cost protective cover over
the conventional protective cover. In another aspect, the pro-
tective cover is capable of withstanding higher a impact force
than the conventional protective cover. In some aspects, the
collar and integral impact absorbing portion provide a more
efficient and hence, effective, load path than the conventional
protective cover. In another aspect, the impact absorbing por-
tion is capable of absorbing a portion of the impact force.

Various aspects of the subject technology provide a pro-
tective cover comprising a collar having a first end, a second
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end, and an impact absorbing portion disposed therebetween.
The first end of the collar is configured to receive the end of a
reinforcing bar. The impact absorbing portion is configured to
withstand an impact without penetration of the reinforcement
bar through the protective cover and is further configured to
absorb at least a portion of the impact. The impact absorbing
portion resides solely within the collar. The protective cover
also comprises a cap disposed at the second end of the collar.
The cap has a surface area of about sixteen square inches.

According to various aspects of the subject technology, a
method for absorbing an impact on an end of a reinforcing bar
is provided. The method comprises disposing an impact
absorbing portion between a first end and a second end of a
collar of a protective cover, the protective cover configured to
cover the end of the reinforcing bar, wherein the first end is
adapted to receive the end of the reinforcing bar, and wherein
a cap is disposed at the second end. The method further
comprises withstanding the impact with the impact absorbing
portion without penetration of the reinforcement bar through
the protective cover; and absorbing at least a portion of the
impact with the impact absorption portion.

Additional features and advantages of the subject technol-
ogy will be set forth in the description below, and in part will
be apparent from the description, or may be learned by prac-
tice of the subject technology. The advantages of the subject
technology will be realized and attained by the structure
particularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide further understanding of the subject technology and are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification,
illustrate aspects of the subject technology and together with
the description serve to explain the principles of the subject
technology.

FIG. 1A illustrates a protective cover and a reinforcing bar,
in accordance with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 1B illustrates a cutaway of a protective cover and a
reinforcing bar, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIG. 2 illustrates an isometric view of a protective cover, in
accordance with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 3 illustrates a bottom view of a protective cover, in
accordance with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 4A illustrates a cross section of an impact absorbing
portion with a seat and a split ring, in accordance with various
aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 4B illustrates a seat and a split ring of an impact
absorbing portion, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIG. 4C illustrates a seat and a split ring of an impact
absorbing portion, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIG. 4D illustrates a cross section of an impact absorbing
portion with a seat and a spring, in accordance with various
aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 4E illustrates a seat and a spring of an impact absorb-
ing portion, in accordance with various aspects of the subject
technology.
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FIG. 4F illustrates a cross section of an impact absorbing
portion with a seat and a crumple portion, in accordance with
various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 4G illustrates an impact force acting on a crumple
portion, in accordance with various aspects of the subject
technology.

FIG. 4H illustrates a deflection of a crumple portion, in
accordance with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 41 illustrates a cross section of an impact absorbing
portion with a seat and a strengthening material, in accor-
dance with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 4] illustrates a cross section of an impact absorbing
portion with a seat and an absorption material, in accordance
with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 5 illustrates a cross section of a protective cover and
an impact force, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIG. 6 illustrates a top view showing a cap of a protective
cover, in accordance with various aspects of the subject tech-
nology.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth to provide a full understanding of the
subject technology. It will be apparent, however, to one ordi-
narily skilled in the art that the subject technology may be
practiced without some of these specific details. In other
instances, well-known structures and techniques have not
been shown in detail so as not to obscure the subject technol-
ogy. Like components are labeled with identical element
numbers for ease of understanding.

Various aspects of the subject technology provide a pro-
tective cover for covering an end of a reinforcing bar. The
protective cover comprises a collar having a first end, a sec-
ond end, and an impact absorbing portion disposed therebe-
tween. The first end of the collar is configured to receive the
end of the reinforcing bar. The impact absorbing portion of
the collar is configured to withstand an impact without pen-
etration of the reinforcement bar through the protective cover.
In some aspects, by incorporating the impact absorbing por-
tion within the collar, the protective cover is compact and
economical to manufacture. In other aspects, by incorporat-
ing the impact absorbing portion within the collar, the pro-
tective cover dissipates forces through an efficient load path
through the protective cover by maintaining a close proximity
between the impact absorbing portion and the end of the
reinforcing bar. In one aspect, the impact absorbing portion is
capable of absorbing at least a portion of an impact force. In
another aspect, the protective cover is capable of withstand-
ing a high impact force.

FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate a protective cover 100 and a
reinforcing bar 150, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology. The protective cover 100 is configured to
cover an end of the reinforcing bar 150. The protective cover
100 may comprise a collar 110 having a first end 120, a
second end 130, and an impact absorbing portion 140 dis-
posed therebetween. The first end 120 of the collar 110 may
be adapted to receive the end 160 of the reinforcing bar 150.
The impact absorbing portion 140 may reside solely within
the collar 110 and may be configured to withstand an impact
without penetration of the reinforcement bar 150 through the
protective cover 100, and may further be configured to absorb
at least a portion of the impact. The protective cover 100 may
further comprise a cap 170 disposed at the second end 130.
The cap 170 may have a surface area of about sixteen square
inches.
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In one aspect, the collar 110 may be manufactured from a
plastic, polymer, or other similar material and have a gener-
ally cylindrical shape. In some aspects, the collar 110 may
have a generally constant diameter. In another aspect, the
collar 110 may have an outer diameter of about 1.8 inches.

FIG. 2 illustrates an isometric view of the protective cover
100, in accordance with various aspects of the subject tech-
nology. In some aspects, the first end 120 of the collar 110 is
adapted to receive the end of the reinforcing bar 150 by
utilizing a plurality of inwardly extending fins 210. The fins
210 may be configured to securely and removably engage an
outer surface of the reinforcing bar 150. For example, the fins
210 may be comprised of pliable material, configured to flex
and grip the outer surface of the reinforcing bar 150 with
friction. In another aspect, the fins 210 may position and
maintain the protective cap 100 onto the end 160 of the
reinforcing bar 150.

FIG. 3 illustrates a bottom view of the protective cover 100,
in accordance with various aspects of the subject technology.
In one aspect, the fins 310 are configured to accommodate a
reinforcing bar 150 of varying diameters. For example, the
fins 310 may be positioned off-center 320, extending
inwardly from the collar 110, to facilitate accommodation of
differently sized reinforcing bars 150. The off-center fins 310
accommodate differently sized reinforcing bars 150 by
encouraging the fins 310 to flex in the off-center direction
when interacting with the outer surface of the reinforcing bar
150. The fins 310, although in a flexed position, maintain
sufficient contact with the outer surface of the reinforcing bar
150 to thereby securely position and maintain the protective
cover 100 onto the end 160 of the reinforcing bar 150. In one
aspect, the fins 310 may be configured to return to their
non-flexed position after the reinforcing bar 150 is removed.

FIG. 4A illustrates a cross section of the protective cover
100, in accordance with various aspects of the subject tech-
nology. In one aspect of the subject technology, the protective
cover 100 has an impact absorbing portion 140 disposed
solely within the collar 110. The impact absorbing portion
140 may comprise a seat 410 configured to engage the end
160 of the reinforcing bar 150. The seat 410 may be config-
ured to maintain the position of the protective cover 100
relative to the reinforcing bar 150 upon, during, and after
impact. For example, the seat 410 may have a generally
semi-spherical shape in order to maintain engagement of the
seat 410 and the reinforcing bar 150 upon, during, and after
impact. By having a non-planar shape, the seat 410 contains
the end 160 of the reinforcement bar 150, regardless of an
off-center application of an impact force.

In one aspect of the subject technology, the impact absorb-
ing portion 140 is configured to withstand the impact force
without penetration of the reinforcement bar 150 through the
protective cover 100, including the collar 110 and the cap 170.
For example, the impact absorbing portion 140 may comprise
the seat 410 that is configured to engage the end 160 of the
reinforcing bar 150. In this example, the seat 410 may com-
prise a rigid material, such as steel, and may be about 4 mm
thick. In one aspect, the seat 410 may be configured to provide
the primary means for preventing the end 160 of the reinforc-
ing bar 150 from penetrating the protective cap 100 upon
impact.

In some aspects, the impact absorbing portion 140 may
comprise additional components, aside from the seat 410, to
increase the impact resistant properties of the protective cap
100. Referring to FIG. 4A, the impact absorbing portion 140
may comprise the seat 410 and a split ring 420. The split ring
420 may, for example, comprise hardened steel, integrally
molded within the collar 110 and positioned above the seat
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420, thereby increasing the impact resistant properties of the
protective cap 100. Referring to FIGS. 4B and 4C, the split
ring 420 may be configured such that the ends of the split ring
420 are non-planar or planar. In one aspect, adjusting the ends
of the split ring 420 so that they are non-planar, allows the
split ring 420 to absorb a portion of the impact force through
a deflection and/or compression of the split ring 420.

Referring to FIGS. 4D and 4E, the impact absorbing por-
tion 140 may comprise the seat 410 and a spring 430. In some
aspects, the spring 430 may comprise a steel spring disposed
above the seat 410, thereby increasing the impact resistant
properties of the protective cap 100. In one aspect, the spring
430 comprises about two or more coils configured to deflect
and thereby absorb a portion of the impact force through the
deflection and compression of the spring 430.

Referring to FIGS. 4F, 4G and 4H, the impact absorbing
portion 140 may comprise the seat 410 and a crumple portion
440. In some aspects, the crumple portion 440 may comprise
a plurality of openings 441 and columns 442 disposed above
the seat 410, wherein the openings 441 are sized to provide a
sufficient clearance for the columns 442 to deform upon
application of the impact force 510. In some aspects, defor-
mation of the columns 442 provides absorption of at least a
portion of the impact force 510 by the protective cap 100.

Referring to FIG. 41, the impact absorbing portion 140 may
comprise the seat 410 and a strengthening material 450. The
strengthening material 450 may be disposed above the seat
410. In some aspects, the strengthening material 450 com-
prises a high strength polymer configured to increase the
impact resistant properties of the protective cap 100. The
strengthening material 450 may, for example, comprise a
carbon reinforced polymer, a high strength composite, and/or
a high strength ceramic. In other aspects, the strengthening
material is integrally molded into the impact absorbing por-
tion 140.

Referring to FIG. 4], the impact absorbing portion 140 may
comprise the seat 410 and an absorption material 460. The
absorption material 460 may be disposed above the seat 410.
In some aspects, the absorption material 460 comprises an
energy absorption polymer configured to absorb at least a
portion of the impact force. The absorption material 460 may,
for example, comprise a foam, polymer, a graphite compos-
ite, a laminate ceramic, rubber, wood, and/or cork. In other
aspects, the absorption material is integrally molded into the
impact absorbing portion 140.

In one aspect, the impact absorbing portion 140 may be
configured to satisfy the Occupational Safety and Health
Standards Board (OSHA) safety standards requiring the use
of protective covers for covering the exposed ends of rein-
forcing steel bars so as to prevent injury and impalement. The
standard provides that workers working at grade, above
grade, or at any surface and exposed to reinforcing steel or
other projections shall be protected against the hazard of
impalement by guarding the exposed protruding end of the
reinforcing bar with a protective cover. The OSHA standard
requires that the protective cover be made of wood, plastic, or
any similar material, and should be capable of withstanding,
at a minimum, the impact of a 250 pound weight dropped
from a height of 10 feet without penetration failure of the
cover, and that the surface area of the protective cover shall be
a minimum of a 4"x4" square surface area.

In one aspect, the impact absorbing portion 140 may be
configured to withstand an impact of a 250 pound weight
dropped from a height of 10 feet, without penetration of the
reinforcement bar 150 through the protective cover 100, the
collar 110, or the cap 170. For example, the impact absorbing
portion 140, residing solely in the collar 110, may comprise
the seat 410 and the split ring 420. In this example, the split
ring 420 may be disposed between the seat 410 and the second
end of the collar 130. Upon impact of the 250 pound weight
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6

onto the protective cover 100, the split ring 420 may absorb at
least a portion of the impact force via deflection of the split
ring 420, as discussed above. The seat 410 directly engages
the end 160 of the reinforcing bar 150 and acts as the primary
means for preventing the reinforcing bar 150 from penetrat-
ing the protective cover 100, collar 110, or cap 170. The split
ring 420 provides a secondary means for preventing the rein-
forcing bar 150 from penetrating the protective cover 100,
collar 110, or cap 170.

FIG. 5 illustrates a cross section of the protective cover 100
and the impact force 510, in accordance with various aspects
of'the subject technology. In one aspect, by incorporating the
impact absorbing portion 140 solely within the collar 110, the
protective cover 100 provides a more efficient and hence,
effective, load path over the conventional protective cover.
For example, by maintaining a close proximity between the
impact absorbing portion 140 and the end 160 of the reinforc-
ing bar 150, a shorter load path is created that enables the
impact force 510 to be efficiently absorbed and dissipated by
the impact absorbing portion 140. In this example, the split
ring 420 and the seat 410 provide a load path through the
protective cover 100. The downward impact force 510 may
travel through the protective cover 100 by first encountering
the split ring 420 and then the seat 410. By first encountering
the split ring 420, a portion of the impact force 510 is
absorbed and dissipated by the split ring 420. The remainder
of the impact force 510 is then encountered by the seat 410
and transferred to the end 160 of the reinforcing bar 150. The
load path in this example may resemble a generally conical or
cylindrical shape, depending on the geometry of the contact
points/area between the corners of the end of the 160 of the
reinforcing bar 150 and the seat 410, and the contact points/
area between the seat 410 and the split ring 420.

In one aspect, the impact absorbing portion 140 absorbs
more of the impact force than the conventional protective
cover. For example, Table 1 provides the test results from an
impact resistance test, whereby a weight of 30.5 1bf was
dropped from a height 0f28.75 inches onto two samples of the
conventional protection covers (identified in Table 1 as Con-
ventional Protective Cover Nos. 1-2), three samples of the
protective cover 100 having the impact absorbing portion 140
comprising the seat 410 (identified in Table 1 as Protective
Coverwith Seat Nos. 1-3), and three samples of the protective
cover 100 having the impact absorbing portion 140 compris-
ing the seat 410 and the absorption material 460 comprising
rubber/silicon (identified in Table 1 as Protective Cover with
Seat and Absorption Material Nos. 1-3). As shown in Table 1,
the “Protective Cover with Seat” samples and the “Protective
Cover with Seat and Absorption Material” samples both
absorbed more of the impact force than the “Conventional
Protective Cover” samples, as demonstrated by the reduced
amount of the “Maximum Impact Load.”. In addition, the
“Protective Cover with Seat and Absorption Material”
samples absorbed more of the impact force than the “Protec-

tive Cover with Seat” samples, thereby illustrating the impact
absorbing properties of the absorption material 460.
TABLE 1
Maximum Time to
Impact Impact Maximum Total
Test Sample Velocity Load Load Energy
Conventional 12.14 ft/sec  10,745.72 1b 1.52 msec -344.50 ft-1b
Protective
Cover #1
Conventional 12.21 ft/sec 10,510.99 Ib 1.96 msec -379.51 ft-1b
Protective
Cover #2
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TABLE 1-continued

Time to
Maximum
Load

Maximum
Impact
Load

Total
Energy

Impact

Test Sample Velocity

Protective 12.09 ft/sec 2.45 msec —293.19 ft-1b
Cover with
Seat #1
Protective
Cover with
Seat #2
Protective
Cover with
Seat #3
Protective
Cover with
Seat and
Absorption
Material #1
Protective
Cover with
Seat and
Absorption
Material #2
Protective
Cover with
Seat and
Absorption
Material #3

6,087.63 Ib

12.24 ft/sec 6,009.54 1b 2.51 msec -293.77 ft-1b

12.14 ft/sec 6,284.97 Ib 2.21 msec -293.50 ft-1b

12.04 ft/sec 5,593.23 Ib 2.71 msec -281.79 ft-1b

12.27 ft/sec 5,794.05 Ib 2.76 msec -312.16 ft-1b

12.35 ft/sec 5,690.08 Ib 2.39 msec -305.94 ft-1b

In another aspect, the impact absorbing portion 140 gen-
erally decelerated the impact force more than the conven-
tional protective cover. As shown in Table 1, the “Protective
Cover with Seat” samples and the “Protective Cover with Seat
and Absorption Material” samples both generally decelerated
the impact force more than the “Conventional Protective
Cover” samples, as demonstrated by the increased amount of
“Time to Maximum Load.”

In some aspects, because the impact absorbing portion 140
absorbs and dissipates a portion of the impact force, less
energy is ultimately transmitted to the reinforcing bar 150, as
demonstrated by the reduced amount of “Total Energy” in
Table 1.

In another aspect, by integrating the impact absorbing por-
tion 140 into the collar 110, the protective cover 100 is com-
pact, and hence, economical to manufacture.

FIG. 6 illustrates a top view showing the cap 170 of the
protective cover 100, in accordance with various aspects of
the subject technology. In one aspect, the cap 170 is config-
ured to prevent injury to any individual coming into contact
with the end 160 of the reinforcing bar 150. For example, the
cap 170 may have rounded edges 610, provide a friendly
surface for an individual to brush against 620, and be appro-
priately sized to prevent injury to the individual by, for
example, having a top surface area of about 16 square inches.
In some aspects, the cap 170 may have an outer diameter
greater than an outer diameter of the collar 110. For example,
for a collar 110 with an outer diameter of about 1.8 inches, the
cap 170 may have an outer diameter of about 4.4 inches. In
another aspect, the collar 110 and the cap 170 are integrally
molded. In some aspects, the collar 110 and the cap 170 are
integrally molded from a single material, two different mate-
rials, or a combination of materials.

The foregoing description is provided to enable a person
skilled in the art to practice the various configurations
described herein. While the subject technology has been par-
ticularly described with reference to the various figures and
configurations, it should be understood that these are for
illustration purposes only and should not be taken as limiting
the scope of the subject technology.
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There may be many other ways to implement the subject
technology. Various functions and elements described herein
may be partitioned differently from those shown without
departing from the scope of the subject technology. Various
modifications to these configurations will be readily apparent
to those skilled in the art, and generic principles defined
herein may be applied to other configurations. Thus, many
changes and modifications may be made to the subject tech-
nology, by one having ordinary skill in the art, without depart-
ing from the scope of the subject technology.

Terms such as “top,” “bottom,” “front,” “rear” and the like
as used in this disclosure should be understood as referring to
an arbitrary frame of reference, rather than to the ordinary
gravitational frame of reference. Thus, a top surface, a bottom
surface, a front surface, and a rear surface may extend
upwardly, downwardly, diagonally, or horizontally in a gravi-
tational frame of reference.

A phrase such as an “aspect” does not imply that such
aspect is essential to the subject technology or that such
aspect applies to all configurations of the subject technology.
A disclosure relating to an aspect may apply to all configu-
rations, or one or more configurations. A phrase such as an
aspect may refer to one or more aspects and vice versa. A
phrase such as an “embodiment” does not imply that such
embodiment is essential to the subject technology or that such
embodiment applies to all configurations of the subject tech-
nology. A disclosure relating to an embodiment may apply to
all embodiments, or one or more embodiments. A phrase such
an embodiment may refer to one or more embodiments and
vice versa.

Furthermore, to the extent that the term “include,” “have,”
or the like is used in the description or the claims, such term
is intended to be inclusive in a manner similar to the term
“comprise” as “comprise” is interpreted when employed as a
transitional word in a claim.

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean “serving as
an example, instance, or illustration” Any embodiment
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be con-
strued as preferred or advantageous over other embodiments.

A reference to an element in the singular is not intended to
mean “one and only one” unless specifically stated, but rather
“one or more.” The term “some” refers to one or more. All
structural and functional equivalents to the elements of the
various configurations described throughout this disclosure
that are known or later come to be known to those of ordinary
skill in the art are expressly incorporated herein by reference
and intended to be encompassed by the subject technology.
Moreover, nothing disclosed herein is intended to be dedi-
cated to the public regardless of whether such disclosure is
explicitly recited in the above description.

What is claimed is:

1. A protective cover for covering an end of a reinforcing
bar, the protective cover comprising:

a collar made of a first material and having a first end and

a second end, the first end adapted to receive the end of
the reinforcing bar;

a cap disposed at the second end of the collar, the cap
having a surface area of about sixteen square inches;

a seat residing at least within the collar and exposed to
direct contact with the end of the reinforcing bar when
the reinforcing bar is received in the first end of the
collar, the seat comprising a second material different
from the first material; and

an energy absorption portion residing at least within the
collar between the seat and the cap, the seat being less
penetrable by the reinforcing bar than is each of the
energy absorption portion and the cap.
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2. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the collar
comprises a generally cylindrical portion.

3. The protective cover of claim 2, wherein the collar has a
generally constant external diameter.

4. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the first end of
the collar comprises a plurality of inwardly extending fins
configured to engage an outer surface of the reinforcing bar.

5. The protective cover of claim 4, wherein the fins are
configured to accommodate a reinforcing bar of varying
diameters.

6. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the seat is
further configured to maintain the protective cover on the end
of the reinforcing bar during the impact.

7. The protective cover of claim 6, wherein the seat com-
prises a generally semi-spherical concave shape.

8. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises a split ring positioned between
the seat and the cap.

9. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises a spring positioned between the
seat and the cap.

10. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises a high-strength polymer posi-
tioned between the seat and the cap.

11. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises a crumple zone positioned
between the seat and the cap.

12. The protective cover of claim 11, wherein the crumple
zone comprises a plurality of openings configured to deflect
and deform.

13. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises one or more of foam, polymer,
rubber, or wood.

14. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the cap has an
outer diameter greater than an outer diameter of the collar.

15. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the collar and
the cap are integrally molded.

16. The protective cover of claim 1, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises a spring positioned between the
seat and the cap.
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17. A protective cover for covering an end of a reinforcing
bar, the protective cover comprising:

a collar made of a first material and having a first end, a
second end, and a passage extending into the collar from
the first end, the passage configured to receive the end of
the reinforcing bar;

a cap disposed at the second end of the collar, the cap
having a maximum transverse outer dimension greater
than a maximum transverse outer dimension of the col-
lar;

a seat residing at least within the passage and exposed to
direct contact with the end of the reinforcing bar when
the reinforcing bar is received in the passage, the seat
comprising a second material different from the first
material; and

an energy absorption portion residing at least within the
collar between the seat and the cap, the seat being less
penetrable by the reinforcing bar than is each of the
energy absorption portion and the cap.

18. The protective cover of claim 17, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises a split ring positioned between
the seat and the cap.

19. The protective cover of claim 17, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises a high-strength polymer posi-
tioned between the seat and the cap.

20. The protective cover of claim 17, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises a crumple zone positioned
between the seat and the cap.

21. The protective cover of claim 20, wherein the crumple
zone comprises a plurality of openings configured to deflect
and deform.

22. The protective cover of claim 17, wherein the energy
absorption portion comprises one or more of foam, polymer,
rubber, or wood.

23. The protective cover of claim 17, wherein the cap has a
surface area of about sixteen square inches.
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